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 Reigning Oracle Award winner
EPM & BI Solution of the year

 Three Oracle ACE Directors for 
Hyperion

 Oracle Platinum Partner
 One of the 100 fastest growing tech 

companies in the USA
(CRN Magazine, 2007-2010)

 Authors of the 8 Best Selling books on 
Hyperion & Essbase

 Only 4 books in the world on v11
 All available on LuLu.com

 Free webcasts every Tuesday and 
Thursday–email dwhite@interrel.com

Consulting

Training

Support
Infra

structure

Press

Focused exclusively on
Oracle EPM & BI



 8 Hyperion Books Available:
 Essbase (7): Complete Guide
 Essbase System 9: Complete Guide
 Essbase System 9: End User Guide
 Essbase 11: Admin Guide
 Essbase Studio 11
 Smart View 11: End User Guide
 Planning: End Users Guide
 Planning: Administrators

 To order, check out www.LuLu.com
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Hyperion Solutions Road Trip to 
Southern California

Thursday,	November	10,	2011
8:30am	– 5:00pm

JW	Marriott	at	L.A.	LIVE

It’s	Free	to	attend!!!

RSVP	to	dwhite@interrel.com.

 15	presentations	across	3 tracks
 ‐ Getting	to	Know	Oracle	EPM
 ‐ What’s	New	in	Oracle	EPM	11.1.2
 ‐ Enhancing	Your	Oracle	EPM	
Investment
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Disclaimer

These slides represent the work and opinions of 
the presenter and do not constitute official 
positions of Oracle or any other organization.

This material has not been peer reviewed and is 
presented here with the permission of the 
presenter.

This material should not should not be reproduced 
without the written permission of interRel 
Consulting.



Why Do We Need Data Forms?
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Hyperion Planning Data Forms

 Collect plan from end users
 Share related information to users so they can 

plan
 Standard structure and form to reduce error
 Flexibility in newer versions for adhoc within 

Planning data forms
 View text data like Smart Lists and text 

measures
 Run related business rules – pass in data form 

selections to focus calculations



Overall Goals

 Keep it simple
 Keep them small
 Break the planning process up into steps
 Use right click menus



Introducing the New Data Form Designer
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Simple or Composite?



Layout

 All in one layout view
 Properties displayed to the side based on 

selected section



Multiple Rows and/or Columns

 Replaces the “segments” from earlier versions
 Now you can use multiple rows and columns 

with different properties
 Read vs. write
 Rows or columns used in calculations
 Hidden rows or columns
 Adding separators



Member Selection



Column Properties



Display Properties



Formula Columns and Rows

 FR like syntax



Validations



Other Options



Business Rules



Minor but Annoying Navigation Fixed

 Save or Finish – you choose



ReThink the End User Interface
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New Scenarios Possible

 Tabular view of data forms within composite
 Horizontal layout with tabs
 Same form twice

 Share or not share POV and Page selections

 Each data form within a composite displays in a 
separate worksheet in Smart View







Same Form Twice?







Not Just Pages, Rows and Columns

Composite form for different plan types –
e.g. Flash consolidated  results

Calculated columns / rows when using 
attributes

Composite forms to address security by year

Composite design for Smart View

Design for adhoc analysis

Design for Grid Spreader



Planning Tips and Tricks

Top Tips for Faster Data Forms
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Top Tips for Faster Forms

1. The obvious – build optimal size forms.



The Obvious – Build Optimal Sized Forms

 Build forms of optimal size
 Memory usage on the client is found to be fairly static in 

the form size range from 200 cells to 5,000 cells
 Use the Suppress Missing Data option to skip #MISSING 

values
 Split single larger data forms into multiple smaller data 

forms with fewer rows and columns.
 Create composites of many small forms
 Hide forms which are used in composites



Top Tips for Faster Forms

1. The obvious – build smaller forms.
2. Use Suppress Missing Blocks for sparse retrievals.



Use Suppress Missing Blocks for sparse 
retrievals

 Data form definition >> Row 
properties section

 Use when sparse dimensions are 
in rows.

 Select to aid performance of the 
Suppress missing data setting 
when suppressing a large 
number of rows, such as 90% or 
more 

 Can degrade performance if few 
or no rows are suppressed

 Cannot display attributes in data 
forms with this setting

 Certain suppressed blocks may have dynamic calc members 
ignored

 Test data forms before and after using this setting to determine if 
performance is improved

 Also available in Financial Reports in 11.1.1



Top Tips for Faster Forms

1. The obvious – build smaller forms.
2. Use Suppress Missing Blocks for sparse retrievals.
3. Place dense dimensions in the rows and columns.



Place dense dimensions in the rows and 
columns.

 Intersection of dense dimension members make up a 
single block

 By placing dense dimensions in the rows and columns, 
one block is required for the data form

 Vs. if you place one or more sparse dimensions in the 
rows or columns, multiple blocks are required for the data 
form

 When you have to place sparse dimensions on rows, use 
suppress missing blocks feature

 Place Scenario, Version, and Year dimensions in the 
Page/POV



Top Tips for Faster Forms

1. The obvious – build smaller forms.
2. Use Suppress Missing Blocks for sparse retrievals.
3. Place dense dimensions in the rows and columns.
4. Design fewer dimensions (rethink dimensionality and use 

Smart Lists, attributes)



Design fewer dimensions

 Few dimensions = smaller database, better performance, 
less complex for end users

 Only those dimensions required for planning
 Don’t try to build Actuals reporting in your Planning 

application
 ASO-BSO partitioning with actuals on ASO partition being 

moved to BSO for relevant years only
 Rethink current attribute dimensions and possibly regular 

dimensions as a Smart List



Top Tips for Faster Forms

1. The obvious – build smaller forms.
2. Use Suppress Missing Blocks for sparse retrievals.
3. Place dense dimensions in the rows and columns.
4. Design fewer dimensions (rethink dimensionality and use 

smart lists, text, dates).
5. Where is the performance issue?



Where is the performance issue?

 Understanding the grid size
 Grid size consists of the number of rows, multiplied by 

the number of columns
 The size of the HTML is the portion of the data form 

that changes based on grid size
 The impact on data form performance relates to grid 

size. 
 The grid size doubles if an application uses multiple 

currencies; So design multicurrency enabled forms 
carefully
 In fact, consider not using built-in Planning currency 

functionality
 Build your own and achieve easier adhoc analysis 

and better performance 



Top Tips for Faster Forms

1. The obvious – build smaller forms.
2. Use Suppress Missing Blocks for sparse retrievals.
3. Place dense dimensions in the rows and columns.
4. Design fewer dimensions (rethink dimensionality and use 

smart lists, text, dates).
5. Where is the performance issue?
6. Careful! Calc on Save or Load



Use Calc on Save / Calc on Load only when necessary

• You can attach Calculate Data Form business rules or custom 
business rules to data forms

 Run on save / Run on Load
 Runs the business rule when the user clicks the save button on the 

data form or when the user opens the form
 User may be prompted if runtime prompt is included in the business 

rule
 Options Use Members on Data Form and Hide prompts

 Can increase response time for users
 Only use if you need to; E.g. if the entire form is level zero 

members or dynamically calculated members there is no need to 
Run on Save / Run on Load

 @IANCESTORS Tip!



Focus Business Rules.

 Focus Business Rule logic for only those members that 
need to be calculated.
 E.g. if you need to roll up a specific entity, don’t Agg(Entity)
 Use a run time prompt to focus the calculation on the desired 

member(s)
 Members available for runtime prompts are limited by 

security and limitations specific to the prompt
 Can be single or multiple members, numeric value, Smart 

List value, or text value



Planning Tips and Tricks

Top Tips for Reducing Data Form Maintenance



Filter member lists and reduce form counts with 
user variables.

 User variables act as filters in data forms, enabling 
planners to focus only on the members they are interested 
in

 Example - Departments in a particular division 
 Before you can associate a user variable with a data form, 

an administrator must create the user variable
 When you set up a data form with a user variable, planners 

must select a value for the variable before opening the 
data form in their user preferences



End User Process – Select a Value for the 
User Variable

 This action is 
performed by 
the end user

 Select File >> 
Preferences

 Select the 
User Variable 
tab

 Select the 
member they 
want to set for 
the user 
variable



Data Form Designer – Select User Variables in 
Data Form Definition

 Use the User Variables in the data form definition
 Use functions like Children or Descendants for user variables



Result – Filtered Member List for End Users

 Filtered for the user defined variable - NY



Create dynamic forms, rules, loads and 
more with substitution variables

 Substitution variables – global placeholders for values that 
change regularly
 Current  Month
 Current Qtr
 Use for rolling forecasts

 Substitution variables are listed and available for:
 Data forms
 Member formulas
 Business rules
 Essbase load rules
 Reports



Create dynamic forms, rules, loads and 
more with substitution variables



Substitution Variable Considerations
 Each substitution variable 

value is retrieved from 
Essbase every 5 minutes
 Change the default value in the 

SUBST_VAR_CACHE_LIFETIME 
property in the HspJSHome.properties
file

 Create and assign 
substitution variables in 
Essbase Administration 
Services or MaxL
(automate)

 When selecting on a data 
form, the variable must 
match the dimension 
selected

 Planning checks validity of 
substitution variable when 
the form is run



Create dynamic forms with member functions

 Use functions in form definitions (and reports) over individual 
member selections

 As outline changes, data forms are automatically updated



Create dynamic business rules with run time 
prompts.

 Create a business rule once and then use run 
time prompts to filter the logic for user selected 
members



Other Don’t Miss Planning Data Form Tips



Add planning steps within a form using right 
click menus

 Right click menus are 
defined by the Planning 
administrator

 Simply right click in the row 
or column members and 
choose a menu option

 Menu options could include 
links to data forms, 
business rules, etc.

 Users can right click and 
link to quick set of related 
activities



Adhoc Analysis

 Users can save as to their personal form
 Any one can access adhoc (no additional Shared 

Services roles)

New 11.1.2 feature



Analyze

 To perform adhoc analysis within a data form, right click 
and choose Analyze

 This will open an “Adhoc Form” where you can zoom, 
pivot, etc.
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New Ad Hoc Menu Actions
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New Adhoc Grids

 Users can create and personalize focused data slices for 
content they access frequently

 Adhoc grids can be shared with other users
 Must have Ad Hoc user role to open grids and change 

them
 Must have Ad Hoc Grid Creator to create and save adhoc

grids for themselves and others
 Should everyone have these roles? Probably not…

 Steps are similar to defining Smart Slices in Smart View
 Not confined to data form definition
 You are confined to members for which you have security
 Can navigate all the way from Root to lower levels
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New Ad Hoc Grids

 Tools >> Adhoc >> New Ad Hoc Grid

 Default Grid will display
 Use right click options to Zoom, pivot , keep 

only…
 May be better to start with an existing data form
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Show Member Formula Icon

 Users can now understand how a member is calculated
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New 11.1.1 feature



Last Tips…

 Use data flags with “suppress” missing option to 
show relevant intersections

 Use Start up message option to direct users on 
what to do when no data exists
 E.g. Right click to run business rule and 

populate data
 Don’t forget about attributes



In Summary….
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11.1.2 is really exciting…

 With many new features to help us deliver easy 
to use budgeting and forecasting interfaces

 Design depends on a number of factors
 SV or web
 Basic end user or more advanced

 Patch due out some time in March



Thank you!!

Questions & Answers

Tracy McMullen
tmcmullen@interrel.com

interRel Consulting


